
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Book Keviews 101 

Griechische Feste von religiOser Bedeutung, mit Ausschluss der 
Attischen. Untersucht von Martin P. Nilsson. Leipzig: 
Teubner, 1906. Pp. 490. 12 M. 

Leges Oraecorum saorae e titulis oollectae. Edidemnt et expla- 
naverunt loANNES de Prott et Ludovicus Ziehen. Pars 
altera; fasciculus I: Leges Graeciae et Insularum. Edidit 
LuDOVious Ziehen. Leipzig: Teubner, 1906. Pp.372. 12 M. 

Although these two books serve different purposes they may appro- 
priately be considered together. 

Students of Greek religion have long felt the need of a comprehensive 
treatment of the religious festivals outside of Athens. The Athenian 
cycle is well provided for by Mommsen's Feste der Stadt Athen (1898), 
the revision of the Heortologie published thirty- four years before — and 
this in spite of the author's somewhat antiquated views; but for the non- 
Athenian festivals we have had no satisfactory book, since the second 
edition of Hermann's Lehrbuch is a half-century old and Stengel in his 
well-known KuUusaltertiimer was prevented by the plan of the series 
from giving more than a brief outline of these festivals; nor could the 
reviser of the fom-th edition of Schoemann's AUertUmer treat the subject 
adequately; and Gruppe's gigantic Sammelwerk likewise fails to supply 
our needs. Nilsson's book, therefore, is most welcome, both because it 
fills a gap and for its own high merits. The festivals are wisely arranged 
according to the god in whose honor they were held — a topographical 
classification would have caused confusion — but the topographical point 
of view is kept constantly in mind, and cross-references as well as the 
excellent topographical index at the end enable the reader to consider 
together at pleasure the festivals of any locality. First are treated the 
festivals connected with the greater gods: Zeus, Cronos, and Dia; Hera, 
Poseidon, Athena, Apollo, Artemis, Dionysus, Demeter, Core-Persephone, 
Aphrodite, Ariadne and Adonis, Hermes, Hecate; then a chapter is 
devoted to the various lesser divinities; the festivals of Heracles form the 
transition to those of the dead and the heroes; and a chapter on the fes- 
tivals of unknown gods, with foiu- indices, closes the book. Each chap- 
ter given to the greater gods opens with a brief, but often illuminating, 
sketch of the divinity, which naturally is confined to the characteristics 
most closely connected with the subject of the book; the festivals are 
then treated in order. 

The material on which our knowledge depends is so fragmentary and 
presents so many gaps which must be filled by hypotheses that one who 
attempts to give a comprehensive and connected treatment of the festivals 
runs a grave danger of erecting a structure on insufiicient foundation. 
This danger Nilsson has for the most part avoided; he is at home in the 
festival practices of many peoples and has known how to employ this 
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knowledge to advantage in almost every chapter without indulging in 
those extravagances to which some devotees of the "comparative " method 
are prone. Indeed, in his wise use of illustrative material found in the 
rites of varied peoples lies one of Nilsson's conspicuous services, and in 
this he has set a standard for all workers in this and allied fields. The 
reader will be surprised, as the author confesses that he was himself, by 
the preponderance of agrarian festivals — an important result of the 
investigation, which shows clearly the stage of civilization in which most 
of these rites, performed in conjunction with certain agricultural acts, 
received their permanent character; after the establishment of a calendar 
based on the moon's phases, these festivals naturally received more or 
less fixed places in the annual cycle. 

All who have occasion to use Nilsson's book will join in the hope that 
he will soon give us the second work on the festivals of a non-religious 
character, for which he says that he has already collected the material. 

In 1896 von Prott issued the first fascicle, Fasti Sacri, of the Leges 
Graecorum Sacrae, which he with L. Ziehen proposed to edit with com- 
mentary. According to the original plan von Prott was to undertake the 
inscriptions relating to Alexander and his successors while Ziehen was to 
deal with the rest. Unfortunately the former died before he brought his 
material to a point where it could readily be prepared for publication, 
which fact, together with the appearance of Dittenberger's Orientis 
Graeci Inscriptiones Selectae, determined the surviving editor to con- 
tinue with his part of the work as first arranged. The present fascicle 
contains one hundred and fifty-three inscriptions, of which forty-nine 
come from Attica, fourteen from the Peloponnesus, twenty-six from 
northern Greece, while the remaining sixty -four have their origin in the 
islands, of which Cos naturally has furnished more than any other. The 
editing has been done with a conservative independence and respect for 
the stones that is welcome, while the commentary exhibits a sanity of 
judgment in the use of abundant knowledge which deserves the grati- 
tude of every student of Greek religious institutions. Especially valu- 
able are the commentaries on such important inscriptions as that of the 
Hecatompedon (1), for which unfortunately Ziehen could not use Hill's 
valuable contribution (AJA. X, 1906, p. 82); or those relating to the 
Eleusinian (2-4; 6-7; 28) and the Andaman (58) mysteries. Equally 
important are the elucidations of the lex of the lobacchi (46), the leges of 
the Labyadae (74), the lex of the Delphic Amphictiones (75), the decree 
concerning the oracle of Apollo Coropaeus (80), the Cean laws relating 
to funerals (93) and to feasts and games (94), and the "will" of Epicteta 
(129), to select some of the more significant numbers. When the second 
fascicle appears with indices — as we hope — the use of the present part 
will be easier; now ready reference is difficult. 

Harvard University Clifford H. Moobe 



